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The members of the Oblate
family connect with each other
through this prayer on the third
Sunday every month.

I have nothing to complain about. The Lord prepares everything for me as it should be. It's impossible
for him not to love me, and that's why he won't let me do anything that wouldn't be good for me.

Author of the text: Kateřina Zahradníčková (Czechia)
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EVANGELIUM LIVE: Lk 10:38-42

I would say I'm more of a Martha type. I like to care for others, I like to feel useful        
and supportive of others, I like to be engaged and help. It's just that sometimes I'm tempted       
to think I'm better than those who are doing less than me at the moment, or maybe complain
that others are leaving me alone. Just like Martha.
Last year was not an easy one for me. After moving to Germany and taking a basic German
course, there was a period when I could do almost nothing. I couldn't continue to learn        
the language because there was no continuing course for me, I couldn't even start working here
for several reasons, it was hard for me to get involved in Oblate activities, to live relationships,
to be close to people because I was so far away from everyone in the Czech Republic        
and so limited, sometimes even paralyzed, by the foreign language in Germany. I felt so useless
and stuck. Circumstances forced me to become Mary, at least for a while, to "sit at the Lord's
feet" and just try to listen to what He wants to say to me, what He invites me to do and where
He wants to lead me.
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It's not that I now have all the answers or that
all the difficulties of living in a foreign country
have disappeared. But I still believe that this
past year has had a purpose, even though I may
not have fully understood it yet, and that it was
and is part of some greater plan of God. And
since I have the opportunity to be Martha again,
to do something for others, I have realized that  
I am not doing it to show that I am better than
someone else, but it is rather an opportunity for
me to be there for others, to let them experience
closeness or to convey God's love to them.



Luke 10:38-42

As they continued their journey he entered a village where a woman
whose name was Martha welcomed him. She had a sister named Mary
who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. Martha,
burdened with much serving, came to him and said, “Lord, do you not
care that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? Tell her        
to help me.” The Lord said to her in reply, “Martha, Martha, you are
anxious and worried about many things. There is need of only one thing.
Mary has chosen the better part and it will not be taken from her.”


